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Further reflection on Charlottesville  
 

Brothers & Sisters:  

As we continue to process the disturbing events from Charlottesville, we need to turn to God for under-
standing, guidance and strength in our next steps.  

As Christians and United Methodists, we are to act.  Hatred of any kind, including racism, is intolerable.  
As faithful people, we are commanded to address it by being witnesses and advocates for the marginalized.  

Racism remains in the world.  While progress has been made, particularly since the days of the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., we must eliminate racism and not stop until it is fully and irrevocably gone.  

As such, I ask that you do the following:  

PRAY.  Let us pray for the families of Heather Heyer, Lt. H. Jay Cullen, and Trooper Berke M.M. Bates.  
Let us pray for the injured, especially those still hospitalized.  Whether we come together for prayer vigils or 
rallies, for Charlottesville, the Commonwealth and even our country, let the foundation of these be rooted in 
love and concern.  

WITNESS.  We need to stand together as the people of God and have our voices heard.  Our witness is 
lost when we as Christians do not stand up and advocate, especially in times like this.  

We need to denounce white supremacy, neo-Nazis and the KKK.  No race is superior to any other; as 
Christians we know that all persons are created equal in the image of God.  

Our baptismal vows remind us “to renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of 
this world and repent of your sin.  Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injus-
tice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?”  

PREACH.  Many pastors have already been addressing the events in Charlottesville.  We must continue 
to prophetically speak the truth and address the sin of racism.  In our teaching and preaching, we must not 
browbeat, but rather show the light of Christ.  

COMBATING RACISM.  While our physical presence is important to our roles as witnesses and advo-
cates at rallies, we have work to do beyond these rallies in our Conference and in our local churches.  

I have found in my ministry that racism is rooted in ignorance.  In addressing racism, we must be inten-
tional in getting to know our brothers and sisters and address the sin of racism, hate and violence.  This is 
important work for our local churches.  

As we go forward, the Virginia Conference is preparing the Convocation on Race and Reconciliation 
scheduled for April 14, 2018.  More information will be shared shortly.  

In the days ahead, we know that God, love, peace and prayer will overcome all of this hatred and fear. 
We must be vigilant in our witness and peaceful in our advocacy.  

I pray for you and our nation as we seek to do this hard work ahead.  

Peace and Blessings,  

Sharma D. Lewis  
Resident Bishop  
The Virginia Annual Conference  
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Thank You  
 

Words cannot adequately express our apprecia-
tion for the love and support you have shown our 
family during Bob's illness and after his passing.  
We are deeply grateful for all of your expressions of 
sympathy, the cards, hugs, calls, the delicious  
meals, delivered to our front door, those of you who 
sat with Bob in the hospital, and all the kindnesses 
shown that have helped us through all those hard 
months.   

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  We are be-
yond grateful.  Our hearts have been deeply 
touched by your kindness. 

The Orwoll family 

Handmade Tote Bags For 
Respite 

 

Over 25 beautiful handmade fabric totebags 
have been donated to Respite by Beverly Tressler.  
Many of our member use walkers and these handy 
totes are wonderful for 
keeping tissues, glasses, 
etc, very accessible.  
Members enjoy picking 
their favorite fabric tote 
with many colors and pat-
terns to choose from.  
Thank you, Beverly, for 
your thoughtful, practical, 
creative gift to our Respite 
families. 

What do we do about hate? 
by Helen Casey-Rutland, Minister of Congregational Care 

 

In the aftermath of recent happenings in Charlottesville, many folks feel over-
whelmed and bewildered by the eruption of such a torrent of divisive and hate-filled 
rhetoric and action.  It has caught a lot of us by surprise.  It hit close to home.  And 
we are not quite sure what to do. 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be agents of reconciliation and peace.  We are called to love and 
stand beside those who are vulnerable, those who are targeted, those who are hurting.  And we are called to 
love those we do not understand, those whose actions repulse us, those whose choices we abhor. 

We remember Jesus’ words:  You have heard that it was said, You must love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.  But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who harass you. (Matthew 6:43-44) 

So what do we do? 

 

Some helpful resources: 

The United Methodist Church (http://www.umc.org/) has a variety of helpful resources including many related 
to issues of racism (http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-united-methodists-address-racism).  The Virginia Inter-
faith Center for Public Policy (http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/) has compiled statements from leaders of 
various religious traditions in response to the violence in Charlottesville (http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/
statements-people-faith-charlottesville/).  The Southern Poverty Law Center (https://www.splcenter.org/) 
has among its many resources a useful downloadable guide: Ten Ways to Fight Hate (https://
www.splcenter.org/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide). 

• We pray, for ourselves, for all who suffer, 

and especially for those we find hardest to 
love. 

• We examine ourselves, and confess to our 

silence in the face of cruelty and injustice. 

• We build relationships with people unlike us.  

We build community and support one another. 

• We strive not to be overcome by evil, but to 

overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 

• We live with compassion.  

• We stand firmly beside those who are most 

targeted and most at risk. 

• And we work together, as disciples of Jesus 

Christ, for the transformation of the world. 

http://www.umc.org/
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-united-methodists-address-racism
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/statements-people-faith-charlottesville/
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/statements-people-faith-charlottesville/
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.splcenter.org/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide
https://www.splcenter.org/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide
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Food for Thought 
by Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Marissa came to church today, having never been here before.  It had been a long time since she had 
even darkened the doorway of a church.  Lots of things had happened in her life, some good, far too many 
bad.  She had made choices that were self-destructive, and now here she was, at the door of the church, not 
knowing if the roof would cave in because of her lack of presence in this holy place.  That was the excuse 
she had used so many times before – “the roof will cave in if I come”; “It’s been too long”; “I only have Sun-
day to rest, so I can’t attend church.”  What would happen?  This was crazy!  The doors were open.  A little 
way inside there stood an older woman, impeccably dressed, wearing a nice little hat and white gloves.  
“Good morning,” the woman said, extending tentatively the white gloved hand.  Marissa reached out to shake 
the hand, but only the gloved fingertips were offered, with a slight shake of the hand then quick withdrawal 
of the welcoming gesture completely.  The woman seemed in a hurry to greet others although there were no 
others in line waiting to be greeted.  Marissa looked around and saw the direction to the sanctuary.  There 
were others there, talking animatedly.  She moved toward the people, whose conversation took a sudden 
turn.  They stopped talking and seemed to look at her briefly, then look away.  She was a stranger to them.  
They were involved with their friends.  Someone else would greet this stranger.  Taking a seat near the back 
of the church, Marissa looked around.  Everywhere people greeted one another, obviously knowing one an-
other.  She felt awkward.  What should she do?  The worship service began with wonderful music and words 
of welcome from the pastor.  Then the pastor suggested that everyone take a moment to greet one another 
with the love of Christ.  This was going to be awkward, thought Marissa.  She stood up as the movement of 
the people around the sanctuary began.  Suddenly she felt a tapping on her leg and looking down and saw a 
small child. 

“Hi,” said the little child. 

“Hi,” replied Marissa. 

“Who are you?” asked the child. 

“I’m Marissa.  Who are you?” 

“Timmy, just Timmy.” 

“I’m glad to meet you, Timmy.” 

“Are you new here?” inquired Timmy. 

“Yes.  It’s my first time coming.” 

“I’m not new.  I have been here a long time.  I get to say hi to people.  It’s my favorite thing to do.” 

“You do it very well, Timmy.  Thanks for greeting me.” 

“You’re welcome.  I’m glad you are here,” and off he scampered. 

Marissa didn’t remember being greeted by others, although she probably was.  Timmy’s innocent, warm 
welcome stayed in her heart.  “Whoever welcomes one of these, the least and the lost, welcomes me,” said 
the Pastor.  “Welcome to the house of the Lord.”  White glove and tentative welcome receded in her memory 
and was replaced by the genuineness of a small child.  Thanks be to God for the hospitality of God, given 
through Timmy. 

I use this brief encounter to suggest that our Sunday morning ministry of hospitality has everything to do 
with how we make people feel when they enter through our doors.  Are they comfortable – physically, psy-
chologically and spiritually, from the appearance of the facility to the ease of finding the appropriate place; to 
being greeted and accepted, yet not smothered; to feeling the joy and anticipation of the congregation and 
the experience of God’s grace; to a worship service that makes sense; to a sense of opportunities for person-
al and spiritual growth? 

I invite you to remember a time when you have been a 
stranger and what made you feel cared for and accepted.  Re-
calling those situations each time you meet someone new will 
make you sensitive to how a newcomer to our church may feel 
and how you can be a Timmy to them.  That’s food for thought! 



 

5 

Your Weekly* Wesley Quiz 
 

(*If you missed last week’s quiz see note below) 
 

Get out your #2 pencils and time yourself answering these 5 questions (no 
cheating on the internet!).  

1. How many times did John Wesley visit America? 

2. How many hymns in our UM hymn book did Charles Wesley write? 

3. What were the names of John Wesley’s wife, mother, and children? 

4. What are John Wesley’s three tips for happiness in marriage? 

5. In what country did John Wesley spend most of life and ministry? 

We’ll give you a hint on question #5:  it’s the same country to which Bill & Linda Jones and Helen & 
Randy Casey-Rutland are traveling to in partnership with Educational Opportunity Tours leading a group on a 
Wesley Heritage journey in May 2018.  

On Sunday September 10 from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., between worship services, in Fellow-
ship Hall, Bill, Linda, Helen, and Randy will meet with anyone who wants answers to the above questions or 
is interested in learning more about the Wesley Heritage journey to England next year.  Our trip will explore 
the roots of Methodism, introduce us to the life and times of John Wesley, nurture and deepen our faith, and 
strengthen our relationships with others from Williamsburg UMC.  At this discussion and information session 
on September 10, we’ll talk about all the details of the journey (date, itinerary, costs, etc.) as well as tips for 
traveling comfortably, safely, and happily.  We’ll answer any questions you may have.  Whatever is your level 
of interest in learning about this journey or about John & Charles Wesley, you are welcome to attend.  We 
hope to see you and your friends Sunday, September 10 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Interested in additional information about this WUMC sponsored Wesley Heritage Tour?  Attend the infor-
mation session on Sunday, September 10 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Pick up a brochure in the rack be-
hind the Connection Corner desk at the parking lot entrance.  Visit the WUMC website under upcoming 
events: http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/wesley-england-trip-2018.  Visit 
the EO website: http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-56412#.WZC1QumQyUl. 

*This is a monthly newsletter, so you really did not miss last “week’s” quiz.  But if you come to the Sep-
tember 10 information session in Fellowship Hall following the early worship service, you’ll have a chance to 
ask all the questions you want!  

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet on Wednesday, September 13 at noon at 
New Quarter Park - Shelter #1 for our annual picnic.  Please park in the lot near 
the picnic area.  If you are not able to walk to the shelter, we will get permission for 
you to drive up to the shelter.  Please bring a dish to share and $2 to help cover the 
cost for the hamburgers and hotdogs.  We will provide drinks.  Feel free to bring do-
nations for FISH!  All are welcome! 

Please let Loretta & Art Heezen (869-5749 or lorettaheezen@gmail.com) know 
if you plan to attend, have questions, or need directions to the park. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/wesley-england-trip-2018
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-56412#.WZC1QumQyUl
mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
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In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  
From this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW 
groups.  Each team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the sixth in a 
series to capture and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

Williamsburg Landing, a continuing life plan community off Lake Powell Road opened during 1985 
and offered its residents the opportunity to securely live independently and “age in place”.  Over the 
years, many of our congregation took a leap of faith and decided to downsize into this delightful com-
munity.  By the early 2000s, quite a few of our Williamsburg United Methodist Church ladies were living 
so close together in the Landing that there was discussion of creating a new circle just for them.  The 
objective was to allow more women to participate in WUMW activities without the need to travel from 
their home, particularly in inclement weather.   

Very early in 2005, then WUMW President Debbie Lewis responded to this desire of forming a Wil-
liamsburg Landing circle by approaching Ruth Simpson and asking if she would spearhead the endeav-
or.  Ruth met with the community’s management staff and was advised that in order to establish this 
type of activity, it would need to be open to all women in the community.  So, in February 2005, letters 
of interest were sent out to all the ladies in the Landing with an invitation to attend an exploratory 
meeting for creating a circle.  Seventeen ladies responded and the circle commenced meetings in Janu-
ary 2007.  They elected Ruth Simpson as their chairperson, with Jan Woodward in charge of programs 
and Ruth Harlow coordinating the telephone lists.  The group originally met in the third parlor of the 
Landing Building at 10:30 a.m. on the third Tuesday of the month. 

One of the first items of business was to determine their focus for mission work.  After much delib-
eration, the women decided to purchase some cows.  On the surface, it seems rather unusual for a 
group of retired church ladies to undertake animal husbandry at this stage in their lives.  However, con-
sider the miracle of the loaves and fishes or the parable of teaching a man to fish forever rather than 
feeding him one meal – the women wanted to address world hunger.   

The circle spent time learning about the Heifer International organization.  They felt Heifer’s goal to 
empower families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity rather than giving handouts was 
one that should be supported.  Instead of being given a cup of milk, a family is given a cow.  The core 
of the Heifer model is to “Pass on the Gift” meaning families share the training they receive about rais-
ing farm animals, and pass on the first female offspring of their livestock to another family.  This con-
cept extends the impact of the original gift, allowing a once impoverished family to become donors and 
full participants in improving their respective communities.  The financial contributions of the Williams-
burg Landing Circle provided a long-lasting, positive impact on several underprivileged areas of the 
world. 

Today, the Williamsburg Landing Circle numbers 12 members.  Ruth Simpson has been their chair-
person for ten years now.  The ladies currently meet in the new conference room area of the main 
building, still at 10:30 a.m. on third Tuesdays.  Although they are no longer cattle baronesses, the 
group has generously donated funds to many organizations over the years such as Avalon and Red Bird; 
provided food for FISH; and, have supported the church’s many bazaars. 

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  
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CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE 
Tuesday, September 5 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  
We will be working on Christmas decorations, etc. 

for the bazaar. 
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE 
Tuesday, September 5 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Brookdale Activities Room.  Jean Craig Circle is  
beginning a year-long study of the Fruits of the 
Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23.  We will be  

exploring and discussing patience at our September 
meeting:  "God grant me Patience, but hurry!". 

 
SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 

Wednesday, September 6 at 10:00 a.m. in UMW 
Room 309.  Marilyn Riddle will have the program.  

 
OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE 

Monday, September 11 at 9:30 a.m. in  
the Church Den.  The program will be an informal 

“Sharing Time” of our summer adventures  
and getting reacquainted. 

 
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

Monday, September 11 at  
10:30 a.m. starting in the 

Church Den for a morning of 
sorting books in preparation  

for the November Bazaar  
and moving to the storage  
area.  Wear old clothes.  

Thank you for all the contributions the UMW has al-
ready received at our first two collections.  The money 
we raise with our bi-ennial bazaar goes directly to local 
and global missions.  Mark Saturday, November 4 on 
your calendars for this year’s bazaar.  Please consider 
household goods for kitchens and bathrooms, books of 
all kinds, Christmas decorations and pictures and picture 
frames.  Please be sure that the items you donate 
are in good, clean condition and can be considered 
resalable.  As mentioned in the past we do not 
take linens, luggage, large furniture, encyclopedia, 
VHS movies, electronics and computer equipment. 

The next collection dates are on Friday, September 8 & 22 from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Please 
bring items to Room 305 on the second floor (elevator access). 

Questions?  Contact Janet Henke  (345-6362). 

2017 

NEWS 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE 
Tuesday, September 12 at 1:00 p.m. in the  

Church Parlor.  Nancy Ward will be in charge of  
the program.   

 
SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE 

Tuesday, September 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  
Vikki DiToto will present a program on the  

Shepherd's Fold ministry.  
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE 
Tuesday, September 19 at 10:30 a.m. in  
the Williamsburg Landing Main Building in  

the auditorium (on the kitchen side). 
 
 

Other Important Dates 
 

Bazaar Collection 
September 8 from 1:00 p.m.  4:00 p.m. 

 
Bazaar Collection 

September 22 from 1:00 p.m.  4:00 p.m. 

 
WUMW Membership Event 

September 24 from 2:00 p.m.  4:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW Executive Board Meeting 
September 25 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
 

September 2017 - UMW Circle Meetings 
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Regular Wednesday Dinners  
& Activities Return This Fall! 

 

Join us September 6 when regular ReCharge is 
back with new activities and menu items.  Beginning 

at 5:30 p.m., and serving continuously until 6:30 p.m., enjoy a delicious dinner and good conversation with 
others.  Our meals are expertly prepared by a professional chef and yet inexpensive:  $6/adult, $3/child (ages 
3-12) with a $20.00 family maximum.  After dinner, participate in our activities or simply enjoy the rest of 
your evening.  Please make a reservation for dinner by completing a dinner form at Connection 
Corner, in the pew racks, or calling the church office.  Reservations are due into the church of-
fice by Tuesday noon before the Wednesday dinner.  Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771).   

Our monthly menu and new activities are listed below and to the right: 

After Dinner Activities 

Senior Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study 
 

Staying Young:  Body, Mind, & Soul 
A biblical owner’s manual for extending your warranty through physical and spiritual well-being 

 

Leader:  Rev. Bill Jones 
 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall & Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in Room 171 
Begins September 6 & 7 – October 11 & 12 

 

Both Jesus and Paul were clearly interested in the health of the body as well as the soul, and in preven-
tion. Jesus healed a paralyzed man not just by saying, “Get up and walk,” but by promising “Your sins are 
forgiven” (Mark 2:5). Paul’s admonition in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 is: “Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own…therefore glo-
rify God in your body.” Living well is taking care of ourselves in body, mind, and soul so that we can take 
care of others. In this six-week study we will explore: 

September 6 
 

Asian Pork Tenderloin, Creamy Rustic Potatoes, 
Vegetable, & Dessert 

 

Vegetarian Option 
 

September 20 
 

Baked Ziti Casserole, Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert 
 

Vegetarian Option 

WEDNESDAYS 

September 13 
 

Creamy Honey Mustard Chicken with Bacon,  
Potatoes, Vegetable, & Dessert 

 

Vegetarian Option 
 

September 27 
 

Beef Stew with Rustic Bread 
 

Vegetarian Option 

Menu for September 

• What Would Jesus Eat?  The Case for Food 

Rules 

• Would Jesus Exercise?  God Made the Body to 

Be Used – So Use It 

• Being Healthy of Mind as Well as Body 

• Keeping Your Soul Healthy 

• Health Tips from John Wesley, Methodist 

Health Crusader 
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Have You Noticed?? 
In case you haven’t noticed, new window shades were 

installed on the right (from the back of the Sanctuary) win-
dows on August 14.  Many people are aware that sitting in 
certain pews on bright sunny mornings or afternoons is diffi-
cult.  For that reason, the shades have been installed.  In 
addition to the shades on the right sides of the sanctuary, 

there are also circular shades on the round windows in the transepts for the same 
reason.  On the windows to the left side of the sanctuary, valances have been in-
stalled just below the arch in order that from appearance all windows are similar 
when the shades are up. 

The ushers will be monitoring the sunlight and shades.  If you are having difficul-
ty with the sun where you are seated, please notify an usher and the shades will be 
lowered as needed. 

These shades are for the purpose of enhancing your worship experience. 

Your Worship Committee 

Grief Support Class 
 

Leader:  Rev. Jeanne Forrest, Pastoral Care Specialist and Grief Counselor 
 

Begins September 6 from 6:15 p.m.  7:15 p.m. in Church Den 
 

It is said that one cannot really fully reconcile the loss of a loved one without processing the loss in a 
Grief Support Class.  The confusion and pain of loss can be quite overwhelming, depending on the nature of 
the relationship.  Life has changed and will never be the same.  After a while the shock diminishes, but while 
one will never forget, deeper understanding of the natural process and sharing in a safe community can facil-
itate true healing for mind, body and spirit, as one moves forward toward a healthy reconciliation.  If you 
have suffered the loss of a loved one through death or divorce, either recently or in the past several years, 
please, join us, as you begin to reconstruct your life and move from where you are to where you deserve to 
be.   

Call the church office (229-1771) or Rev. Forrest (503-3550) to register.  WUMC members and community 
friends are welcome.  

The Armor of God 
  

Leader:  Sandy van Leliveld  
 

Begins September 13 from 6:15 p.m.  7:15 p.m. 
 

Do you get discouraged when you see the current challenges in the world?  Do you feel overwhelmed?  
Defeated?  Ephesians 6:11 says, "Put on the full armor of God so that you can take a stand against the dev-
il's schemes.”  All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you.  A cunning, devilish enemy seeks to 
wreak havoc on everything that matters to you - your emotions, your mind, your family, your future.  Priscilla 
Shirer has written a 7-session Bible Study that will bring to light the war around you and challenge you to suit 
up, stand firm, and secure victory in your life.  Sound interesting?   

View some teaching clips at lifeway.com/armorofGod.  Contact the church office (229-1771) to sign 
up and order your Study Book (cost is $13). 

lifeway.com/armorofGod
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Scott and Charlene had a 
dream wedding.  Everything 
was perfect – the venue, the 
dress, the weather (it was Aus-
tralia, which helps I guess) and 
even the music – the song writ-
ten for the occasion went to 

number 1 in the charts*.  Yes, it was TV land, and 
the show concerned was the must watch of my ear-
ly teens – Neighbours.  

Of course, being TV-drama-land, although they 
have a great marriage that has lasted 20+ years, 
disaster seemed to strike the neighborhood and 
their extended families with almost-every-episode 
frequency.  The whole TV show revolved around 
how the community dealt with these challenges.  

Churches (clergy and lay people) in Char-
lottesville last weekend responded, they were good 
neighbors to their communities, offering safe space, 
water, medical support to those in need.  Being 
good neighbors to our community involves being 
out there, outside the walls, engaging and connect-
ing with the folks we don’t know, but that also 
brings tension.  We want to be friendly, warm, wel-
coming, loving and servant-hearted but at times will 
need to be the voice that condemns attitudes and 
actions.  However, that strong condemnation and 
action from the churches is precisely what was so 
widely supported in Charlottesville.  Most of the 
time though, getting the balance right is more diffi-
cult as the behavior Christ calls us to lovingly con-
front is more discrete.  

Wesley famously saw the world as his parish, 
and we at WUMC are very good at being good 
neighbors to our brothers and sisters further away – 
we send 2 youth teams on mission trips every year 
and numerous people go to Honduras regularly for 
example.  We welcome people into the building eve-
ry day of the week (AA, Community Kitchen, Winter 
Shelter, etc).  But are we as good at getting out and 
serving our local community outside our walls?  
Maybe there is scope for a “Sacred Space” booth at 
2nd Sundays?  Could we put 
together a team of home-
repair enthusiasts that 
served the disadvantaged in 
town?  Maybe you have oth-
er ideas about how we can 
be good neighbors to our 
community, please share 

Messy Church in 
September 
Tuesday, September 12 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Theme:  “A Holy Temple – making God the  
foundation and base of our lives!” 

 

Family crafts, games,  
activities, dinner  

and Celebration Time 
 

All are invited – never a  
fee to attend! 

them with me if you do! 

Scott and Charlene did live “happily ever after”.  
Ramsey Street, the home of the show, faced all 
sorts of disasters but the sense of community there 
was a big part of overcoming them.  We as WUMC 
are a community of our own. We can choose to be 
safe and set apart and keep ourselves to ourselves 
and gradually die off or we can choose to engage, 
with all the risks that involves, with our community, 
and get outside and grow.  Which will it be?  

Andy Glascott,  
WUMC Director of Youth Ministries 

When soap operas and churches collide 

Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an article for publica-
tion in the Messenger, the deadline for submittals is 
the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be 
typed or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in 
length and are subject to editing for grammar, 
spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to 
Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  
Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Call for Fabric for School Bags for 2017-2018 
 

We are getting ready to make school bags for UMCOR school kits.  We would love 
donations of drapery weight fabric or other sturdy fabric.  (Upholstery fabric may be 
able to be used if it is not too heavy.)  If you are downsizing or redecorating, we could 
use the curtains or drapes or ends of bolts that you no longer need.  We are anticipat-
ing sending over 300 finished school kits to Conference this next June.  Collection con-
tinues through the end of the year.  Put your donated items in the marked bin in the 
closet near the Atrium. 

 

Thank you, 
Barb Hamson (259-9782) for the UMCOR Kit Committee 

September is Hunger Action Month 
 

Your Global Outreach Committee has been monitoring severe famine internationally, specifically in the 
Horn of Africa.  Here are some of the details of this crisis: 

An unprecedented 81 million people are in need of emergency food assistance in 2017.  The U.N. has de-
clared the global hunger emergency the largest humanitarian crisis since 1945.  Across East Africa, the Lake 
Chad Basin and Yemen, starvation threatens over 20 million people — more than the populations of New 
York City, Los Angeles, Houston, Chicago and Philadelphia combined.  Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen, Nigeria, and 
South Sudan are already experiencing emergency levels of food insecurity and face a credible risk of famine. 

The crisis is the result of prolonged drought, violence and insecurity.  Consecutive years of poor rains and 
harvests have decimated crops across South Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya.  Families are dying not 
only from starvation, but also from diseases such as cholera and measles because they lack clean water and 
sanitation.  Ongoing fighting in countries such as Yemen prevents humanitarian workers from reaching many 
children, women, and men who need lifesaving assistance.  As families are forced to flee their homes to es-
cape violence or find food, their needs multiply. 

This mass displacement compounds the crisis.  East Africa is home to approximately 4 million refugees 
and more than 11 million internally displaced people, who, though they have not crossed an international 
border, still live in tent cities, dependent on food aid and other external assistance.  Women and girls bear 
the heaviest burden of these famine conditions, fetching water from increasingly remote locations, and mak-
ing compromises to access food for their families — putting them at increased risk of sexual violence. 

Earlier this summer, we released $1,770 to UMCOR Disaster Relief to help address this emergency. The 
funds were drawn from two sources:  unassigned budget funds and designated offerings by individuals in the 
congregation.  We also offer ongoing support to many programs which exist to improve food banks, agricul-
ture and access to water in vulnerable areas of the world.  

At any time, you may help writing a check or online donation to Williamsburg UMC, noting "UMCOR Disas-
ter Relief" in the memo line. Additionally, watch for continued efforts to 
address international hunger through our upcoming Advent Offering.  
On behalf of your Global Outreach committee, God bless you for your 
many years of support to people in crisis around the world.  

Your Global Outreach Team 
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The next Mens Breakfast will be held in Fellowship Hall on September 9 at 8:30 a.m.  This will 
be a fully prepared breakfast, and the cost is $10.00/person.  Note that the date represents a perma-
nent change to the second Saturday of each month, a change which helps us avoid conflicts with other 
church activities and holidays.   

Our speaker will be Ron Hardman, a member of our church who has served in leadership positions for 
both the Virginia Conference and the national organization of United Methodist Men.  Ron also has also 

served as a Lay Delegate to the UMC General Conference.  Ron’s presentation will 
focus on, “The Role of the United Methodist Men:  A Look Back and A Look For-
ward”.   

For reservations, contact Charley Skillman (258-4930) no later than Septem-
ber 5.  Questions?  Contact Charley or John Tressler (259-1193). 

Endowment Committee Report 
 

September 2017 – Part 1 of 2 (Part 2 will appear in the October newsletter) 

The WUMC Endowment 
provides financial grants to 
WUMC ministries, outreach 
activities, programs, facility 
needs, and other WUMC-

related endeavors. Members of the committee in-
clude 6 at large members, a representative from 
Finance and Trustees, as well as the lay leader, 
chair of Church Council, Treasurer, Business Admin-
istrator, and the Senior Pastor.  The total amount 
invested in the Endowment is a little over one mil-
lion dollars.  The funds are professionally managed 
with the goals of preserving capital, having sus-
tained long-term growth, providing money for 
grants, and investing in ways that are attuned to 
the Social Principles of the UMC.  

Grants funded by the Endowment are varied. 
Several years ago, the Endowment provided a one-
time grant to kickstart our first few months of 
Messy Church.  Other more recently funded grants 
include:  

• Funding for new AV equipment for Adult Sun-

day School classes. 

• Funding for special programming related to the 

observance of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation later this fall.  

• Supplemental funding (if needed) to help with 

repairs to the WUMC Memorial Garden. 

• Supplemental funding (if needed) to enable the 

purchase of the new Sanctuary sound system. 

The Committee needs your help in the following 
ways:  

• The Committee welcomes grant requests from 

church groups.  If you are unsure how to 
make a grant request, contact the church staff 
liaison for your program or work area, or Joe 
Meadows (Church Business Administrator), or 
Randy Casey-Rutland (Chair of the Endowment 
Committee).  Grant requests must be en-
dorsed by the Church Council and must be for 
needs beyond routine items supported through 
our budget, for example, to help kickstart a 
special ministry, or to supplement gifts for a 
special outreach program, or provide for an 
unusual, un-budgeted need. 

• See the October newsletter Endowment Com-

mittee Report for another way the Committee 
needs your help.  

Thank you for your prayers, presence, gifts, and 
service to Williamsburg United Methodist Church. 

Randy Casey-Rutland,  
Chair of the Endowment Committee 

Notes 
You can support the ministry and mission of Wil-

liamsburg United Methodist Church in many ways.  
The church accepts gifts of stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, life insurance policies, real estate, art, chari-
table planned gifts, and, of course, Sunday morning 
offering envelope gifts.  Thank You! 
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Enjoy a festive fall luncheon with your 
friends while supporting Respite’s flagship en-
richment program for seniors on Wednesdsay, 
October 4 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Carrabba’s Italian Grill partners with Respite 
to provide their delicious plated Chicken Marsa-
la, pasta, salad, bread and iced tea, at absolute-
ly no cost to Respite!  Cake will also be served. 

Only 230 seats are available, so buy your 
tickets early for $18/person.  Tickets will not be 
sold at the door and we expect to sell out.  If 8-
10 tickets are purchased together, a table can 
be reserved for your group.   

For more information, 
see a Respite board 
member or contact 

Carolyn Yowell  
(229-1771 ext 354).  

We encourage 
guests to car pool 
to reduce parking 

congestion. 

Respite Benefit Luncheon 

Tickets on Sale Now 
WUMC wants and needs your input to 

develop the church leaders for 2018 and 
beyond.  At WUMC, nominations for the 
church leaders begin in September. The 
nomination work is to be concluded by the 
Charge Conference on December 4.  After 
a preliminary review of the current leader-
ship, our Senior Pastor has determined that our Nomi-
nations & Leadership Development Committee will need 
to nominate persons to serve in the following offices: 

Bill Jones, Chair 
Dick Bennett  
Dianne Colton 
Bill Hill  
Margaret Lee 

Jimmy McCarter 
Terri Morgan, Lay Leader 
Curt Nordeman 
Keith Potter, Lay Leader 
Glenith Whitaker 

WUMC Church 
Leadership Interest 

Church Leadership:  

• Church Council Secretary 

• Lay Leader  

• Worship Chair 

• Council on Young People’s Ministries 

• Global Outreach Chair 

• Communications Chair 

Note: the church council passed a resolution that limits 
the term of office for leaders on church council to 
three years in the same position. 

Committees of the Church: 

• Finance 

• Trustees 

• Memorial Garden 

• Staff Parish Relations Committee 

• Nominations and Leadership Development 

• Endowment (two at-large members) 

These committees have 3 year terms and will need 
to have three new members for each committee elected 
for the class of 2019: 

Note:  Committees not listed above, recruit their mem-
bers directly. 

The Nominations & Leadership Development Com-
mittee Members would like to hear from you, please 
contact any one to let us know of your interest.  

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
of those who have passed away during the 

month of August: 

Harold Whitney Bohannon, Sr.,  

father of Harold “Bo” Bohannon 
 

Bob Carns 
 

Stratton Eldridge 
 

Gayle Emerson,  

mother of Phil Emerson 



 

14 

It’s back to school time for students of all ages 
with many regular studies resuming and new ones 
beginning.  Leaders and students alike need look no 
further than our wonderful church library for re-
sources to aid in your preparation and enhance your 
learning experience.  In our Resource Room you’ll 
not only find 5 excellent sets of commentaries, sev-
eral concordances, topical reference works and nu-
merous versions of the Bible but a generous table 
and quiet atmosphere in which to pursue your re-
search.  In addition, within our main collection right 
next door you’ll find atlases, Bible dictionaries, Bible 
surveys and studies on Christian history, theology, 
and men and of the Bible. 

Featured in our children’s section for our young-
est students are HOW ROCKET LEARNED TO 
READ, MIND YOUR MANNERS IN SCHOOL, 
THE KISSING HAND, and LOOK OUT KINDER-
GARTEN, HERE I COME.  And remember THE 
LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD?  Well he is back 
in I KNEW YOU COULD with more lessons in per-
severing through the twists and turns, up and 
downs and sometimes the stops in life.  There’s no 
stopping Susy, though, who is ALMOST BIG 
ENOUGH or Lily and Salma who save their friend-
ship in SANDWICH SWAP. 

  

“God be thanks  
for books!  They are  

the voices of the distant 
and the dead, and make 
us heirs of the spiritual  

life of past ages.” 
 

-- W.E. Channing 

Library News Let Go of Worries  
and Fears  

Throughout the Gospels Jesus tells his followers 
not to fear.  I pray about my concerns and worries 
and in my anxiety I want God to answer right away.  
However, some of these concerns are ones I have 
prayed about for several years seemingly without 
any answers.  Only later, when I look back, can I 
see God’s hand in these situations.  God heard my 
pleas, but the answers were often different, even 
better, than what I expected. 

During times when I doubted that my prayers 
were being heard, God helped me to learn patience, 
understanding, and empathy for others.  God gives 
us all time to grow and to become stronger.  In the 
process we learn never to give up.  Now when I am 
tempted to worry, I try to give my troubles to God 
completely and not expect quick and easy answers. 

Worry robs us of joy and peace; but Jesus says, 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled”.  If we truly 
trust God’s loving provision in our life, we can rely 
on God to respond to our call-in God’s time.  All the 
while our hearts can rest in that 
knowledge and find God’s peace. 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you.  I 

do not give to you as the 
world gives.  Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid.”  John 14:27 

From Upper Room July 2017 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, 
contact Cindy Banek (229–1771 ext. 258) or 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Walk With God is an opportunity to spend some quiet time with God in 
a natural setting.  Held the third Saturday of the month from 8:00 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m., Walk With God begins with a short devotional, followed by a qui-
et time to relax, pray, read, and meditate.  During this time you will have 
the opportunity to hike, bike, kayak, or just enjoy nature.  The day con-
cludes with a brief, final gathering where participants can share their 
thoughts and reflections.  Feel free to bring a Bible, book, water bottle, jour-
nal, or whatever you think might make this time most meaningful to you. 

The first Walk With God event is scheduled for Saturday, September 16, rain or shine, at Waller 
Mill Park (901 Airport Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185, 259-3778).  There is a $2 parking fee, so participants 
are encouraged to carpool.  (Boat rental extra.)  Gather at the picnic tables behind the office/check-in area. 

Questions?  Contact Sandy van Leliveld (871-2012) or Barbara Monteith (812-0638). 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

15 

When You Are Grieving . . . 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP AT WUMC 

Looking for support on your grief journey?  Find 
healing and share stories with others who have lost a 
loved one.  Honoring the Journey meets the first 
Wednesday of each month from noon - 1:00 p.m. in 
Room 206.  Questions?  Contact Debra Podish (746-
7101). 

 

Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg also 
has two autumn bereavement support groups starting 
up in September.  Registration is required for both 
groups.  To register for either group, contact Hospice 
House & Support Care of Williamsburg (253-1220), 
bereavement@williamsburghospice.org, or 
(4445 Powhatan Parkway Williamsburg, VA 23188).  
For information about the groups, see below: 

 

FALL 2017 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

Meets every other Tuesday from 10:00 a.m.  noon   
September 12  November 21 

 

A support group for any adult in the community 
who has experienced the death of a loved one. 

 
WHEN PARENTS DIE:  A GUIDE FOR ADULTS 

Meets every Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 
September 13  October 4 

 

A New Bereavement Support Group for adult chil-
dren who have experienced the death of a parent.  

Don’t Go It Alone . . . Finding Help When Times are Tough 
 

Life can be rough, at least some of the time.  But the burden can be lightened by someone trained to 
help.  Pastoral Counselors at the Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center (PPCC) are licensed professionals who 
work with people of all ages, from all backgrounds, to equip them to deal with the challenges they face.  Pas-
toral counselors work with people of all (or no) faith traditions, incorporating whatever resources the client’s 
faith tradition offers.  PPCC accepts insurance and, if insurance is insufficient, charges fees (and copays) on a 
sliding scale based on the client’s ability to pay.  

As a partner congregation with PPCC, WUMC provides financial support each year to help clients who can-
not otherwise afford professional counseling.  This is just one of many ways WUMC makes a difference in our 
community.  

PPCC’s main office is in Newport News, but counselors also see clients in 
Williamsburg.  If you or someone you know might benefit from counseling that 
is professional, confidential, and spiritually integrated, contact PPCC or talk with 
one of the pastors (229-1771).  If you would like to make a donation so that 
someone else can benefit from this vital service, simply contact PPCC or talk 
with Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland (229-1771 ext. 357).  Everyone can benefit from 
counseling at some point in life.  PPCC is a wonderful local resource.  Ques-
tions?  Contact PPCC (873-2273) or http://www.peninsulapastoral.org/. 

Study “Inner Healing”  
This Fall 

  

The Triangle chapter of the Order of Saint 
Luke is presenting a series of lessons on Inner 
Healing taught at St. Martins Episcopal Church 
(1333 Jamestown Rd, Williamsburg, VA 23185) 
from 10:00 a.m. 11:30 a.m. on September 16, 

October 14, and November 18.  Our leaders are 
Becky and Chris Shenefiel who have extensive 
training in Healing Prayer from Francis and Judith 
McNut, Nigel Mumford, Chuck Cook, Rita Bennett 
and others.  

We will learn about deep spiritual healing 
which is a process which helps with our sense of 
belonging, sense of worth and sense of being 
competent.  Spiritual maturity and healing old 
wounds will be explored.  This wonderful couple 
will be a resource for deeper learning about heal-
ing for us all.  All are welcome to attend!   

For more information about OSL see their website: 
https://orderofstluke.org/en/about.html.  
To register for this event, please send an email 

with your contact information to 
oslwb1@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:bereavement@williamsburghospice.org
http://www.peninsulapastoral.org/
https://orderofstluke.org/en/about.html
mailto:oslwb1@gmail.com
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Keyboard 

ECMS offers several adult Keyboard classes at vari-
ous levels. Whether you are a complete beginner, a 
rusty returnee, or even an intermediate to advanced 
player, there are spots for you!  

Youth Guitar 1 

Youth Guitar Year 1 (ages 7+) is an exciting new 
class at ECMS that will approach Beginner Guitar Educa-
tion with an emphasis on ensemble playing, music liter-
acy, as well as music and motion concepts.  The curric-
ulum is written and developed by Anthony Williams, 
Director of ECMS.  Anthony has been a professional gui-
tarist for over a decade with experience in genres rang-
ing from folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  He has had the 
good fortune to study classical guitar with Larry Snitzler 
who was a member of the Andre Segovia master clas-
ses.  Each guitar student will need their own ny-
lon string guitar to bring to class.  Written and 
listening curriculum will be provided as part of 
tuition. 

Adult Guitar True Beginner  

Adult Guitar True Beginner is a new addition to the 
ECMS adult classes.  This curriculum will use traditional 
beginner guitar methods from various published 
sources.  Anthony has been a professional guitarist for 
over a decade with experience in genres ranging from 
folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  Intended as recreational 
guitar playing, the classes 
are stress free, supportive 
and rewarding.  Each gui-
tar student will need their 
own guitar to bring to 
class. 

For more information, 
contact Anthony Williams, 
Director of Early Childhood 
Music School (229-1771 
ext 108) or mranthony.ecms@gmail.com.  

Early Childhood Music School 
Fall 2017 - Spring 2018 Registration 

Just a quick reminder ECMS classes are just around the corner!  While we have tons of classes for our children 
don’t forget we also have classes for the “young-at-heart.”  

mailto:mranthony.ecms@gmail.com

